Why Isn't DuPage Booming? My Proposal to Senators: With Data Strong, Fixing
Incentives Will Unlock Results

When | was invited to join Senator John Curran’s lllinois State Senate Youth Advisory
Council, | honestly wasn’t sure what to expect. It turned out to be a lot more hands-on
than | thought with real group discussions, independent research, and the chance to
share our own ideas. The program brought together students from across DuPage
County to see how state government actually works and to talk about how it could work
better.

We met in person at the Indian Prairie Library and the Downers Grove Village Hall,
where we heard (across different sessions) from elected officials, policy experts, and
community leaders. Some of the speakers included Congressman Darin LaHood,
DuPage County Board Member Kari Galassi, Hinsdale Mayor Greg Hart, and former
Lieutenant Governor Evelyn Sanguinetti. Between sessions, we split into small groups
to debate issues, write mock bills, and even hold committee hearings. It felt like getting
a mini-crash course in how real legislation gets made.

For my discussion presentation, | wrote detailed talking points that | called the “Choose
DuPage Accountability and Growth Initiative®. | focused on how data and transparency
could make local economic development more effective. | looked at DuPage County’s
current business-recruiting programs and noticed that, even though the county does a
lot of things well, population and job growth have slowed down. My idea was that
progress doesn’t always take more money or new programs sometimes it just takes
better data, clearer goals, and a system that rewards real results. One rule | learned in a
freshmen business class is that incentives drive behavior. That rule should apply to how
the county drives desired progress, so efforts align with desired output.

The program made me realize how much work goes on behind the scenes in public
policy and how decisions at the local or state level affect everyday life. Listening to
leaders talk about what they deal with things like budgeting, education, and
infrastructure showed me how complex it all is but also how meaningful it can be.

What I'll remember most isn’t the speeches or debates but sitting in a room full of
students who really cared about making things better. Teachers have always told me |
should speak up more, and they’re probably right I’'m more of a person who listens first
and talks when | have something worth saying. Through this program, | saw that being
that kind of person can actually make a difference, even in policy discussions. This
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experience made me want to keep doing that, whether it's through data, ideas, or just
showing up with curiosity and trying to make improvements.

Program- Description on lllinois State Senate Youth Advisory Council —
2024-2025 provided description & feedback from the Senator Curran Youth
Advisory Council

The lllinois State Senate Youth Advisory Council, sponsored by Senator John Curran, is
a selective, invitation-only program engaging top high-school students from the 41st
District in public policy, leadership, and civic impact. Through intensive in-person
sessions at government and community venues, participants collaborated with state,
county, and municipal leaders to explore how legislation is shaped and implemented.

Students gained hands-on experience in policy analysis, debate, and stakeholder
engagement while hearing from guest speakers such as Congressman Darin LaHood,
former Representative David Olsen, DuPage County Board Member Kari Galassi,
Hinsdale Mayor Greg Hart, DuPage Regional Superintendent Amber Quirk, Big Future
Academics Founder Drew Brown, and former Lt. Governor Evelyn Sanguinetti. They
also took part in mock hearings, bill drafting, and voting simulations mirroring the lllinois
General Assembly.

Leo Fiascone distinguished himself through his insight and research. His discussion
topic, “Choose DuPage Accountability and Growth Initiative,” is among the Council’s
strongest, analyzing DuPage County’s economic strengths and challenges and
proposing concrete reforms to increase transparency, performance tracking, and
accountability. His work reflected maturity, civic awareness, and analytical skill well
beyond his years—qualities that mark him as a future civic leader.
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