From Python Notebooks to Ethical Concerns, What Al Can Do... and What it Should Do

This summer, | had the opportunity to participate in the Inspirit Al Scholars program, a
selective, intensive camp designed to introduce curious high school students to the
transformative power of artificial intelligence. The program is taught exclusively by
graduate students and alumni from Stanford, MIT, and other top universities, which
means the instruction was top-tier and the expectations were high.

I’'m not a skilled coder by any means, but | leveraged my curiosity, commitment, and
eagerness to learn. Throughout the program, | was recognized as a highly engaged and
impactful team member so much so that | was invited to join another advanced program
based on my contributions.

Initially, we focused on building a strong foundation in Python through

Google Colab notebooks. | learned essentials everything from if-else statements to
defining functions. It wasn'’t always easy, and | definitely had my moments of “Wait, what
does that mean again?” but the instructors were patient and supportive, helping
everyone move forward.

In the second part of camp was where the real excitement happened. We formed

small groups, and each tackled a project with a social impact focus. My team worked on
creating a custom Al chatbot aimed at making education more accessible without
enabling academic dishonesty. | presented our approach to integrating a corpus into the
chatbot, explaining how providing additional data allowed it to generate

more accurate and detailed responses. It was rewarding to see how the chatbot could
support learning in a way that feels personal, patient, and immediate.

The big question wasn'’t just what Al can do, but what should it do. That message stuck
with me throughout the entire program. As Al continues to evolve, educational chatbots
like the one we built will level the playing field for students worldwide. Imagine an Al
tutor with unlimited patience, working at hyper speed, available anytime, and nearly
free to use. This technology has the potential to boost educational opportunities for kids
who don’t have access to well-supported schools or expensive tutors.

Al is going to change the world, just as prior industrial revolutions. It can be a powerful
tool for good but only if our generation uses Al in a careful way that is fair, accessible
and focused on people. Participating in this program made me realize that you don’t
just wait for the future, you help build it. And it starts with people like us, curious and
determined to make a difference.

Program Description & Feedback (from Inspirit Al)

Leo secured a spot in the Inspirit Al Scholars bootcamp, a camp designed for
high-achieving high school students worldwide and guided by elite instructor’s alumni



and current students from Stanford, MIT, and other top institutions who bring real-world
expertise in Al innovation. This selective intensive camp fosters a tight-knit cohort in
small teams (5:1 student-to-mentor ratio), delivering hands-on, graduate-level training in
machine learning and ethical Al applications that propel participants to the forefront of
this transformative field, amid a global community of driven peers from over 70
countries.



